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Songbook for 'Hear the People's Voices', 
28th April 2018, Quaker Meeting House, 

St Giles, Oxford, 7.30m 
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Lyrics & Song sheets 
 

 
 

For scores in musical notation and mp3 sound files of 
the choral parts for these songs look at the SeaGreen 
Singers website: www.seagreensingers.com 
 

The Seagreen Singers are a group based 
in Oxford singing songs about peace, 
protest, environment, feminism. . We meet 
at St.Columba's Church Hall, Alfred Street 
(just off the High Street, Carfax end) 
Oxford, on Mondays at 8pm.  
For more information ring 07815 914776, 
or email mail@seagreensingers.com or 
look at the website  
http://www.seagreensingers.com  

http://www.seagreensingers.com
mailto:mail@seagreensingers.com
http://www.seagreensingers.com
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15. No Going Back 
 
Vs 1:  all parts;  
Chorus: all parts 
Vs 2:  women only in two 
parts, no bass;     
Chorus: all parts 
Vs 3:  solo man first half, 
solo woman second half, 
no bass;   
Chorus:  all parts 
Vs 4:   women only in 
two parts, no bass:  
Chorus: all parts 
Vs 5: all parts; 
Chorus:  all parts 
Mal Finch, arr: B 
Westacott 
 
1. The world is turning, 
changing, with the 
seasons of the year, 
Flowers grow where 
once the earth was cold 
and bare. 
Streams feed the rivers, 
rivers feed the sea. 
And the strength of my, 
friends will feed the 
change in me. 

 
Chorus: 
(For there is) no going, 
back 
There is no limit now, No 
going back, 
We're too deep in it now, 
No going back, 
We're different women 
now, No going back. 
 
2. Since the miner's 
strike has ended a new 
life has begun, 
We're different women 
after all we've seen and 
done. 
We've learned the 
world's divided, and we 
have made our choice, 
We may have lost a 
battle but we've found a 
voice. 
And there is...  
 
Chorus 
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Intro. - Singing For Our 
Lives 
 (We are the Oxford 
SeaGreen Singers) 
Holly Near, arr: Ian 
Stirling 

 
We are the Oxford 
SeaGreen Singers 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
We are the Oxford 
SeaGreen Singers, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
 
We are a gentle angry 
people, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
We are a gentle angry 
people, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
 
We are a justice seeking 
people, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 

We are a justice seeking 
people, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
 
We are a land of many 
colours, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
We are a land of many 
colours, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
 
We are gay and straight 
together, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
We are gay and straight 
together, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
 
We are anti-nuclear 
people, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
We are anti-nuclear 
people, 
and we are singing, 
singing for our lives 
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14. Carry Greenham 
Home 
 
Unison:  start humming 
soon after speaker starts, 
then into Vs 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
1. Hand in hand,  
The line extends.  
All around the nine mile 
fence 
Thirty thousand women 
chant  
Bring the message home 
 
Chorus 
Carry Greenham home,  
Yes, Nearer home and 
far away,  
Carry Greenham home. 
 
2. Singing voices, rising 
higher. 
Weave a dove into the 
wire 
In our hearts a blazing 
fire. 
Bring the message 
home. 
 

Chorus 
 
3. No one asked us if we 
cared 
If Cruise should be 
stationed there.  
Now we've got them 
running scared  
Bring the message home 
 
Chorus 
 
4. Here we sit, here we 
stand, 
Here we claim the 
common land. 
Nuclear arms shall not 
command, 
Bring the message home 
 
Chorus 
 
5. Singing voices, sing 
again, 
To the children, to the 
men, 
From the Channel to the 
glens 
Bring the message home 
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Tenor 

 
 

 
Soprano 
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13. Manchester 
Rambler 
 
Accompanied on guitar, 
double bass 
Verses 1, 2 and 3: Solo 
voices 
Chorus: men on the 
bass line harmony. 
Last verse everyone in 
unison;  
Chorus x 2 
 
NB we are not singing 
verse 4 which starts 'I 
once loved a maid' 
Ewan MacColl 
 
1. I've been over 
Snowdon 
I've slept up on Crowdon 
I've camped by the wain 
stones as well 
I've sun bathed on Kinder 
Been burned to a cinder 
And many more things I 
can tell 
My rucksack has oft been 
my pillow 

The heather has oft been 
my bed 
And sooner than part 
from the mountains 
I think I would rather be 
dead 
 
Chorus 
I'm a rambler, I'm a 
rambler from Manchester 
way 
I get all my pleasure the 
hard moorland way 
I may be a wage slave on 
Monday 
But I am a free man on 
Sunday 
 
2. The day was just 
ending 
As I was descending 
Through Grindsbrook just 
by Upper-Tore 
When a voice cried: "Hey 
You!" 
In the way keepers do 
He'd the worst face that I 
ever saw 
The things that he said 
were unpleasant 
In the teeth of his fury I 
said 
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4. Labour and spin for 
fellowship I say 
Labour and spin for the 
love of one another 
Labour and spin for 
fellowship I say 
And the life that is 
coming in the morning  
 

Chorus 
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12. Which Side Are You 
On 
 
Verses are all in unison 
Chorus in 4-part 
harmony 
Verse 1 Chorus  
Verse 2 Chorus   
Verse 3 Chorus,  
Verse 4 Chorus x 2 
Florence Reese and Arlo 
Guthrie 
 
Chorus 
Sop 
Alto - Which 
 

Which side 
are you on 

Bass, Ten - 
Which side 
are you on 

Which 
 

Which side are you on x4 
 
1. Which side are you, 
Which side are you 
Come all of you good 
people, You women and 
you men 
Once more our backs are 
to the wall, we're being 
attacked again 
 

2. Which side are you, 
Which side are you 
Don't scab for the 
bosses, Don't listen to 
their lies, 
Us workers haven't got a 
chance, Unless we 
organise  
 
3. Which side are you, 
Which side are you 
We fought a million 
battles, To defend our 
hard won rights 
We're going to have to 
fight again, And I ask you 
here [tonight] 
 
4. Which side are you, 
Which side are you 
It's time for a decision, 
And you really have to 
choose 
Defend the workers' 
struggle, Or the next in 
line is you 
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4. (Harmony) With 
spades and hoes and 
ploughs, 
stand up now, stand up 
now, 
With spades and hoes 
and ploughs, stand up 
now! 
Your freedom to uphold, 
seeing cavaliers are bold 
To kill you if they could, 
your rights from you to 
hold, 
Stand up now, diggers 
all. 
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11.  Emily Inspires us 
Yet 
 
Women's voices only 
Vs 1:  all voices on the 
tune (the top line) 
Vs 2: 1st and 3rd voices 
(Sop and Ten)  
Vs 3, 4 All 3-harmony 
parts 
Vs 5: all voices on the 
tune  
NB We won't sing Vs 6 
Last time: chorus twice 
 
Sandra Kerr Feb 2013. 
 
1. Daughter of 
Northumberland, Sister 
to us all - sing Emily, sing 
liberty 
Down through the 
century, still we hear you 
call - Emily inspires us 
yet 
 
Chorus 
Sing Emily, sing liberty 
Your name will remain, 
and we never will forget 

Your bravery in the fight 
for equality 
Emily inspires us yet. 
 
2. Suffrage was your 
passion and suffrage was 
your cause - sing Emily, 
sing liberty 
' Women are not free 
while men only make the 
laws' - Emily inspires us 
yet " 
 
Chorus 
 
3. A scholar and a 
teacher, mighty with the 
pen - sing Emily, sing 
liberty 
And now for education 
women fight again - 
Emily inspires us yet. 
 
Chorus 
 
4. Loving to all children, 
loyal to each friend - sing 
Emily, sing liberty 
'gainst women's 
subjugation, faithful to 
the end - Emily inspires 
us yet 
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And Parliament said, 
“Some things are above 
Women’s heads!” 
When they dragged 
Honest John to the 
Tower. 
And the streets threw up 
this bloody cry……. 
 
Chorus 
 
Forty Thousand names 
wanted to break those 
chains, 
Of our four friends there 
in the Tower 
Forty Thousand names 
wanted to break those 
chains, 
When they dragged 
Honest John to the 
Tower. 
And the streets threw up 
this bloody cry……. 
 
Chorus 
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10. Tolpuddle Man 
 
There are 3 verses sung 
solo, accompanied by 
guitar.  
Chorus all voices in 
unison.   
Graham Moore  
 
1. Farewell to my family, 
it's now I must leave you 
That far fatal shore in 
chains we shall see 
Although we are taken, 
do not be forsaken 
As brothers in union we 
shall be free 
 
Chorus 
They can bring down our 
wages and 
Starve all our children 
In chains they can bind 
us, and steal all our land 
They can mock our 
religion 
From our family divide us 
But they can't break the 
oath of a Tolpuddle man 
 

2. To those who rule us 
we are the Dissenters 
Do your duty be thankful 
don't complain we are 
taught 
For God in his wisdom 
divided his Kingdom 
For few to have much 
while so many have 
nought 
 
Chorus 
 
As brothers together with 
an oath we will bind us 
The labouring man in all 
England shall rise 
Though Frampton has 
framed us they never will 
tame us 
Arise men of Britain we'll 
yet win the prize  
 
Chorus 
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9. Poverty Knocks 
 
Chorus: 3-part harmony, 
women on tune, altos 
and men giving sound of 
looms 
Vs 1 and Vs 2: 3 part-
harmony or a single 
woman's voice 
Chorus 
Vs 3 and Vs 4: 3 part-
harmony or a single 
woman's voice 
Chorus 
Vs 5 and Vs 6: 3 part-
harmony 
Chorus 
 
Chorus: 
Poverty, poverty knock, 
Me loom is a-sayin’ all 
day, 
Poverty, poverty knock, 
Gaffer's too skinny to pay 
Poverty, poverty knock, 
Always one eye on the 
clock 
And I know I can guttle 
when I hear me shuttle 

Go poverty, poverty 
knock. 
 
1. Up in the morning at 
five, 
Its a wonder that we're 
still alive, 
Stretching and yawning, 
on this cold morning, 
It’s back to the old dreary 
drive. 
 
2. Oh dear we’re goin' to 
be late, 
Gaffer is stood at the 
gate 
We’re outt o’ pocket, our 
wages they'll docket, 
We’ll gane to buy grub on 
the slate. And its... 
 
Chorus: 
 
3. And when our wages 
they;ll bring 
We're often short of a 
string 
While we are fratching wi' 
gaffer for snatchin, 
We know to his brass he 
will cling. 
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Till I come through the 
darkness to the ocean of 
light, 
For the light is forever 
and the light it is free 
"And I walk in the glory of 
the light," said he. 
 
CHORUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

'Sow seeds of hope' - 2 
2nd time: tune plus lower 
harmony, twice through -  
see front for score 
 
'Sow seeds of hope' 
Tune 
Sow seeds of hope, 
Where ever you go 
sow seeds of hope, some 
of the seeds bound to  
fall on stony ground 
Sow seeds of hope, 
wherever you go 
sow seeds of hope, some 
of the seeds gonna grow 
taller than you ever could 
know. 
 
Upper and lower 
Sow seeds of hope, 
Where ever you go 
Sow seeds of hope, 
some of the gonna grow 
taller than you ever could 
know. 
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We Shall Go Singing' - 1 
Sung 3 times after the 
interval. 1st time: unison, 
once through  
William Morris 
 
We shall go singing 
through the fashioning 
of a new world 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bass ------- Tenor 
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3. Well, old Tom Paine 
he ran so fast, 
He left me standing still, 
And there I was, a piece 
of paper in my hand, 
And standing at the top 
of the hill. 
 
It said, "This is the Age 
Of Reason, 
And these are The Rights 
Of Man, 
Kick off religion and 
monarchy" 
It was written there in 
Tom Paine's plan. 
 
Chorus 
 
4. Old Tom Paine, there 
he lies, 
Nobody laughs and 
nobody cries. 
Where he's gone or how 
he fares, 
Nobody knows and 
nobody cares. 
 
Chorus:  
 

But I will dance to Tom 
Paine's bones 
Dance to Tom Paine's 
bones 
Dance in the oldest boots 
I own 
To the rhythm of Tom 
Paine's bones 
I will dance to Tom 
Paine's bones 
Dance to Tom Paine's 
bones 
Dance in the oldest boots 
I own 
To the rhythm of Tom 
Paine's bones 
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8. Chartist Anthem 
by Ben Boucher©1847 
 
Vs 1: Unison, on tenor 
tune 
Vs 2: Four-part harmony 
Vs 3: Four-part harmony 
Vs 4: Repeat verse 1 in 
harmony 
 
A hundred years, a 
thousand years, 
We're marching on the 
road 
The going isn't easy 
Yet we've got a heavy 
load, 
We've got a heavy load 

The way is blind with 
blood and sweat, 
And death sings in our 
ears 
But time is marching on 
our side, 
We will defeat the years, 
We will defeat the years 

Speak with one voice, we 
march we rest, 

And march again upon 
the years 
Sons of our sons are 
listening, 
To hear the Chartist 
cheers 
Oh, to hear the Chartists 
cheers 
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